
Action for Cheetahs
2025 Summary



JANUARY 2025
• Our year started with old and new friends.

• Dr Gertrud Shaab and Maike Bieber spent the holidays working with the Field and Canine teams on story mapping for Meibae. The story will be 
featured on our web site using an interactive area map to show the work done by our teams in the field.

• The visitors joined us on two successful scat searches in the Barsalinga area of the Conservancy..

• Director, Mary Wykstra led a group of study abroad students from George Mason University. The students visited several locations in Kenya to 
learn about land and conservation management in different land uses.

• We take this time to congratulate Dr Noreen Mutoro on the completion of her thesis defence. Noreen completed several publications during her PhD 
programme. The culmination of her thesis is the model for trend analysis and understanding cheetah adaptations and habitat preferences in changing 
landscapes.

• The first printing of our new book authored by consultants Dr Leopold Slotta-Bachmayr and Dr Noreen Mutoro and Mary Wykstra was done in Austria. 
The books will be distributed to schools as a way of teaching about the value of dogs in livestock protection and conservation detection. Look for the 
book soon on Amazon Kindle. Ldia – a Dogs Life in Samburu. Thank you Josphat Kiminwa for the illustrations.

• Field officers had two significant events – a cheetah cub carcass was found with no apparent cause of death and their value in the community was 
made evident by the rescue of lost sheep that prevented conflict from occurring.



February 2025

• Our Education and Outreach Coordinator, Aldina Lekuye, was recognized for her role in 
girl empowerment in the Nkironi School.

• Staff and community exposure trips enable members to visit other facilities and meet 
people dealing with similar issues. ACK staff members noted highlights from the past 
year in a staff meeting where they shared their feelings about the trips. PhD student, 
Winfridah Onyari and Canine Handler, Karimba Lekitasharan attended conferences in 
Namibia and South Africa and both visited Cheetah Conservation Fund in Namibia.

• To improve data collection and management, ACK initiated the use of the Earth Ranger 
application tools under guidance from Edward Maina – ACKs Technical Manager.

• Sadly, ACK friends Marcus and Annie Dunn passed away suddenly in a plane crash. 
They were part of the Soysambu community that welcomed Mary and ACK on our 
arrival to Kenya in 2001.



March 2025
• Our Scat Dog team was certified  in Conservation Detection Dog 

Detection. Dogs & handlers received high marks and passed the tests 
with flying colors. The dogs continue to be led in field searches, finding 
10 scats in 18 searches! Our technical consultant, Leopold Slotta-
Bachmayr, and his dog Sarek from Austria were also certified. An article 
written by Rachel Bean in Animal Therapy magazine highlights the 
importance of our Canine team management and understanding of 
canine health.

• PhD student, Winfridah Onyari presented at a Nature Kenya symposium 
on her work with KWS in wildlife forensics and her study of cheetah 
population genetics.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmS3kRdE7Rc

• Several members of the ACK staff attended a snake handling clinic 
focused on the snakes of Northern Kenya – backed up by equipment 
brought from the US a few years ago.

• Road side collisions resulted in loss of several bird and mammal species. 
ACK continues to work with partners in the Northern Kenya ecosystem 
to document and work with highway authorities in mitigation measures
– including highway design, signage and deterrent systems.



April 2025
• A large group of African wild dogs (more than 25) took residence in the area 

prompting us to invite specialists from Laikipia to meet with the community to 
highlight mitigation measures and the value of wild dogs. Once the rains stopped, 
the pack split with one pack moving out of the area and conflicts reduced due to 
diligent livestock management and an understanding of coexistence.

• Camp construction was initiated to provide upgrades and increase the number of 
beds at the ACK facility in Meibae. Temporary tents will be replaced with brick 
buildings to help keep cool and to improve security as our team continues to grow.

• ACK began production   of  Ginger’s  Hope  sensitization  materials  including 
pamphlets and videos highlighting the one-health initiative. Together with our 
partners in the conservancy and the county more than 4000 dogs and cats are 
vaccinated annually and over 200 spay and neuters assist with control of 
unwanted strays.
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