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DIRECTOR'S NOTE
BY MARY WYKSTRA

This newsletter is focused on the end of 2022 and beginning of 2023. A large
focus of this time period was on the completion of our permits with Kenya
Wildlife Service and plans for the National Cheetah Survey. The National Survey
will incorporate social and biological surveys piloted in our base research areas
from the past five years. While field surveys and community surveys give us a
clear picture of the presence of cheetahs throughout their range, the full picture
is not complete without having a map of connectivity. To do this, we needed to
develop a non-invasive tool that could be used on a range-wide scale.

For over a year, we utilized services from several canine experts to assure our
canine team is in prime condition for scat searches. Since 2015, ACK tested the
effectiveness and capabilities of canine teams in the harsh climatic conditions of
northern Kenya. More than 200 cheetah scats were found - most of which - 80%
- were |located by the dogs. We first use local knowledge of cheetah presence to
determine where the dogs are taken for scat searches. We then take the dogs to
areas of cheetah sightings and conduct a strategic search. The dogs help to
identify patterns of cheetah use, including playtrees which are locations that
cheetah will return to each time they are in an area. Once key “playtree” areas
have been identified, we can return to the site to find future scat deposits. The
use of scat is not only good for genetic mapping, but it also tells us what the
cheetah diet consists of. For over a year we have utilized services from several
canine experts to assure that our canine team is in prime condition for scat
searches. We are grateful for the K-9 Conservationists (Kayla, Rachel and
Heather - USA), Jane Sharp (UK), Jennie Willis-Marko (Colorado State University
- USA) and Leopold Slotta-Bachmuyer (Austria). Each consultant has contributed
to the formation of an amazing canine team that is ready for field work.
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Fieldwork
2022 IN REVIEW

Field officers in Meibae continued monitoring cheetah and
other species. 140 transects of 5 km length are used to estimate
wildlife densities. Spotted hyena were the most abundant
predator species (recorded on 45 occasions) and dikdik were
the most abundant prey species (recorded on 92 occasions).
Baboon, guinea fowl and hyrax were in larger group sizes, thus
had a greater density per km2 than other species. After the
transect is completed, and on other working days the field
officers investigate conflict reports and conduct routine patrols.
The patrols give us a distribution of predators and prey across
the landscape. Dikdik, hare, gerenuk and ostrich are
widespread across the conservancy with more than 300
occurrences in the 693 patrols conducted by the five field
officers. The jackal was the most widely distributed predator,
with spotted hyena also widely dispersed. Cheetah were seen
on 26 occasions distributed along wildlife corridors and
roadside locations.

Fall Fundraising
AUGUST - OCTOBER 2022

Field Officer, Maxwell Lemartile
recording a track observation during his
routine patrol.

For the first time since the Pandemic director, Mary Wykstra, returned to the USA to visit family and
meet with supporters. ACK is grateful for the continued support from many zoos across the country
even through the challenges of the past couple of years. Live talks were still limited at some
institutions and many events were held outside to continue to work with safety and health in mind.

Thank you to Binder Park, Potter Park, Tanganyika
Wildlife Park, Utah’s Hogle Zoo and the San Diego
Zoo Wildlife Alliance. Additional thanks to Colorado
State University, and all of the individuals in
Washington DC, Salt Lake City and Battle Creek who
made the tour possible and successful. Thanks also
to Holly Keppelberger, Sonora Balkam and Michele
McCarthy for working with ACK on logistics and Craft

sales at the events.
Fall Fundraising at the San Diego Zoo

Wildlife Alliance (SDZWA)
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Community Conservation
OCTOBER 2022 - MARCH 2023

With persistent drought, many families in the Meibae
Community Conservancy lost their livestock. Elderly
widows and widowers suffered the most because they
often have few livestock and no youth to move them to
better pastures.

With funding from the American Association of Zoo
Keepers and other friends, ACK continued food support
by delivering supplies to 40 families during the months of
October 2022 through March 2023. We also assisted the
Grevy’s Zebra Trust in providing supplemental hay to
zebra and cattle across the Samburu district. Our
thoughts are with all who suffered from the ongoing
drought, and we hope that our small contributions can get
as many people as possible through this challenging time.

ACK staff member Learkeri assisting
with food distribution.

Champions for Cheetahs... 2022 Football Cup

DECEMBER 2022

The Super Eagles team members

At Action for Cheetahs in Kenya, we believe that community
engagement is key to cheetah conservation. Sports, in
particular, unites people, fostering a collective spirit that
can be harnessed for conservation efforts such as habitat
restoration, wildlife monitoring, and clean-up drives.

On December 3, 2022, we held our second football
tournament in honor of International Cheetah Day at the
Lmooli playing field in Meibae Community Conservancy.
The event gathered around 300 locals, including community
leaders, with six teams representing various cheetah study
blocks.

The Super Eagles stole the title from Lekiji the 2021 winner. Side activities like Pepeta and ball kick
challenges, and cheetah trivia kept attendees engaged. Thanks to these tournaments, we've seen an
increase in cheetah sightings reported by the community. This year's eagerly anticipated event will
be held on December 2, 2023, at Silango Primary School. Stay tuned and join us in making a

difference!
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Somaliland Visitors

A special contingency of visitors
from the Somaliland government
was hosted by Cheetah Conservation
Fund (CCF) on a visit to learn more
about community land and wildlife
management. After a similar visit to
Namibia, the group arrived in Kenya
with an open mind to the different
methods of land management.

The team visited KWS and a
community conservancy in Amboseli,
a private conservancy in Laikipia
and a county run reserve and a
community conservancy in Samburu.
ACK director, Mary Wykstra hosted
the group to provide viewpoints
from wildlife and ecological
conservation.The group returned to
Somaloland with new insights and
new ideas for community based
conservation.

Visitors from the Somaliland government hosted by
Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF)
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FEBRUARY 2023

The Ginger’s Hope campaign began in 2016 when we
vaccinated under 800 dogs and cats for rabies. In 2019 we
added distemper vaccines and sterilization to the campaign
as we increased our partnerships with local programs to
further support the Samburu County efforts to eradicate
rabies and to improve the health and well-being of domestic
pets in the region. Since 2020, together with our partners we
have vaccinated nearly 4000 pets annually, and sterilized
over 100 annually.

This year our partnership was extended to the International
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) and we launched a formal
study of the level of distemper and rabies exposure as well
as the effectiveness of the vaccines in raising titer levels.

We began this study with collection of samples in Meibae
Community Conservancy and Wamba Town, collecting
samples from 110 animals across the region. A second set of
samples were collected in March from the same region.
Samples will be stored at ILRI with analysis being conducted
over the upcoming year after a six-month and one-year
repeat of sample collection.

Blood draw during the Ginger’s Hope vaccination
campaign to study distemper



Adventure Safari
OCTOBER 2022

Mary co-led a safari organized by travel writer Rupi Mangat with the agent Girls Guide to the World.
Safari participants learned first-hand about the work of ACK and the value of tourism for
conservation actions. The safari visited the Masai Mara, Samburu and Meru parks with a focus on the
work of Joy and George Adamson and the culture of Kenya that embodies conservation practice. In
Lamu the group learned about the role of women empowering conservation through focusing on
sustainable sanitary practices.

NOVEMBER 2022

Board member Jameson Weston led a group of 6 visitors on a safari that included the Masai Maraq,
Lake Nakuru, Laikipia and Samburu. The trip culminated with a stay at the ACK Meibae Conservancy
and time spent learning about the work of ACK. We highlighted our work with the community on the
role of individuals in environmental caretaking. Together with the youth from Lmooli the first eco-
bench was constructed under a tree at the playing field. This eco-bench represents the compassion
for living with wildlife that is strong in the Samburu culture. Jessica Watters and Director, Mary
Wuykstra, met up with the group along the trip. Jessica is a passionate animal activist and animal
caretaker at the San Diego Zoo. She joined the tour to learn more about the role of the safari leader
in coordinating adventure safari groups to lead future safaris.

We look forward to Jay and Jessica leading more safaris in 2024 - 2026, and to continue growing our
Adventure Safari programmes. Outreach and partnerships with safari agents like RAW Africa Eco-
tours and Classic Escapes builds awareness for cheetah conservation while supporting research,
community initiatives, and sustainable tourism.

JANUARY 2023

Mary co-led a group of George Mason University Students
with Dr Ryan Valdez through Peaks Safaris. This group was
10 Study Abroad students focused on Kenya Wildlife Ecology
and Landscapes. While on safari the students presented
publications about studies conducted in Kenya and reviewed
the value of research in conservation of different categories
of land in Kenya - National Parks managed by the Kenya
Wildlife Service, National Reserves managed by counties,
Wildlife Conservancies managed by organizations or
communities. The take-away for these students is the
complexity of conservation where people and wildlife can
co-exist and thrive in the diverse regions of Kenya.

George Mason University Students with Dr Ryan
Valdez through Peaks Safaris.
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K9 Team

OCTOBER 2022 - MARCH 2023

Understanding how each dog works enables the team to select the dog with the best capacity in
different environmental conditions. The K9 team said farewell to Naomi Kung’u in March 2023 after
she had been a valued team member for over a year. Her unique insights, skills, and unwavering
commitment were instrumental in shaping the project and creating a positive and collaborative work
environment. While Naomi’s departure marked the end of an eraq, it also opened the door for growth.
Antony Oyugi joined the team on a one-year consultancy to work with Edwin Kimutai to grow the
canine handler capacity. Kelvin Mwambilo, who had previously excelled as a Field Officer in the
Salama study site and as a Project Officer in Samburu, had a strong passion for working with the
dogs. He eagerly seized the opportunity to join the K9 team as an intern working with Antony and
Edwin. Kelvin’s enthusiasm and dedication bring fresh energy to the team as they continue their

important work.
For several months, in 2022, Dr Mary Burak spent time with

the canine team, Naomi and Edwin, but she officially joined
ACK as a Programme Consultant in November 2022 on a two
year contract to assist with staff capacity and programme
synchronization. Mary assisted the Canine team in
completing their operational protocols and mapping out the
documents that are used for data collection and staff
training. We look forward to continued work with Dr Burak as
she assists with other departments. Jane Sharp and Susanne
Broughten (February 2023) spent three weeks with Naomi
and Edwin to assist on canine focus and terrain use to
optimize search strategy.
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Above: Dr.Mary Burak with the K9 Team, ACK Field
Officers & Community Rangers.
Below: Anotny Oyugi, Timothy Maiyo, Naomi
Kasung’u, Edwin Kipsang’ & Leopold Slotta-
Bachmayr during certification activities.



Brianne Youngberg with a cat vaccinated
during the Ginger’s Hope campaign

Guiseppe (Joe) Bottiglieri (2nd
from the left)

Special Thanks

In addition to the K-9 Consultant volunteers mentioned above, we
would like to send a special thanks to a few other volunteers who
spent time with ACK between October 2022 and March 2023. Dr. Calum
Cairns, a British veterinarian with a passion for wild cats and animal
welfare, joined CCF in Somaliland. He contributed to the Ginger’s Hope
campaign, assisting with LRI sample collections in February 2023.
Brianne Youngberg, a zookeeper from the San Diego Zoo Wildlife
Alliance, works with cheetahs at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park. Her
vet tech skills supported spay and neuter efforts during the Ginger’s
Hope campaign, while her bubbly personality uplifted everyone.

Guiseppe (Joe) Bottiglieri joined ACK from December 2022 - February
2023. Joe’s expertise is in captive animal care with a passion for wild
cats. Joe spent over a year with CCF in Somaliland and wanted to try
his hand at field work. He assisted with data base management,
developing staff Standard Operating Protocols and with the
International Cheetah Football Tournament and Ginger’'s Hope
campaign. His background in animal behavior gave us many
opportunities to discuss the canine and wild animal behaviors
providing much insight in our team.

ACK accepts donations through Venmo!
@CALL-ACTION4CHEETAH

ACK Mission

ACK aims to promote the conservation of cheetahs in Kenya through research, awareness and
community participation. ACK works closely with local wildlife authorities and land holders to develop
policies and programmes which support wildlife conservation and human livelihoods for the long term
development of sustainable human and wildlife zones.

ACK is a non-profit project working in affiliation with: Cheetah Conservation Fund, Kenya
Wildlife Service, and the University of Nairobi.

P.O. Box 1611 00606, Sarit Centre, Nairobi, Kenya

www.actionforcheetahs.org
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https://www.facebook.com/Action4cheetahs
http://instagram.com/action4cheetahs
https://twitter.com/action4cheetahs
https://ke.linkedin.com/company/action-for-cheetahs-in-kenya?trk=public_post_feed-actor-name

