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Connecting the Dots - Twenty-five Years of Cheetah Conservation in Kenya

As we celebrate 25 years of cheetah conservation, we would like to give special
thanks to our long-term supporters - Cheetah Conservation Fund, Utah’s Hogle
Z00, Binder Park Zoo, and Cleveland Metroparks, who have been supporting us
since 2001. We have seven organizations that have supported our work for 10
years or more, and currently 5 organizations that have pledged 3-5 years of
continued support.

We opened 2026 in a harsh drought that devastated northern Kenya. In the past
couple of years, cheetah sightings in our Samburu field site declined, leaving us
re-evaluating our programme activities. ACK has three key pillars: Research,
Qutreach and Policy. Research supplies the information needed to influence
both our outreach materials and our contribution to policy and practice.
Qutreach is both local and international, with staff, volunteers and supporters
helping to spread the work that cheetah conservation efforts keep cheetahs
alive for future generations.

Neither of those pillars can be successful without strong and enforced policies
within the community and within the government. We are proud of the projects
and programmes that build responsible and sustainable conservation of the
habitat that supports the cheetahs. As we look back on the partnerships of 2025,
we look forward to continued impact on the pillars that support our work.

Mary Wuykstra
Founder and Director

ACTION FOR CHEETAHS IN KENYA

THIS ISSUE:
DIRECTOR'S NOTE
PAGE 01

RESEARCH
PAGE 02

CANINE TEAM UPDATE
PAGE 03

EDUCATION & OUTREACH
PAGE 05

STAFF UPDATE
PAGE 07/08

THANK YOU
PAGE 09




Research

FIELDWORK SAMBURU UPDATE
JANUARY - MARCH 2026

Over the last 6 months, our field team has shifted its data collection from paper to digital
formats. Field officers are using improved technology by collecting transect and patrol data
via Earth Ranger. This year, transects were initiated in February with 4 transects per month by
each of the eight officers. The field officers hired in 2025 incorporated Nkiseu, Lussen Gap,
Lekiji, and Mpassion and set new transects. Qur transects give a representation of high
human use, low human use, areas with road traffic, and areas that are mixed uses. A total of
69 transects were completed, with shoats, cattle & camels being the most common species
sighted and baboons, elephants and hyena tracks being the most common recorded.

A total of 245 patrols were completed by the 8 field officers in this time period. From January
to March, patrol data recorded 22 cheetah-related occurrences, dominated by reports (12)
and tracks (7), with one cheetah mortality (1) and two scat collected (2). The carcass was
recovered for sampling, although it was too old for information to be collected by necropsy
(post mortem). While most incidents are indirect, reports are still valuable for monitoring
cheetah presence and to guide field officers in seeking verification. Occurrences were
concentrated in Nkiseu and Lussen Gap, highlighting these new areas being located in key
cheetah use areas.

Sightings and predation incidents, including a notably bold cheetah in Lolkimanjoi, are
included to link and document human-wildlife conflict cases, mortalities, and to improve data
collection. 10 conflicts were reported, with the primary conflict species being goats - cheetah
livestock loss occurred 4 times. Field officers use our Conflict Mitigation Toolkit to verify the
responsible predator and to advise owners in mitigation efforts. For livestock owners who
follow ACK advice, less than 20% have repeated livestock losses in their homestead.
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Canine Team Update
FEBRUARY - MARCH 2026

The National Cheetah Survey pilot study was initiated in the Athi Kapiti region in February, preparing
our team for the full methodology to be used in the Survey. The Survey incorporates social surveys
with landowners, manager surveys and community interviews. Fieldwork includes the collection of
data on settlements, water points, livestock, and prey distribution. Incorporation of the interviews and
field visits enables decisions on locations for canine searches where collected scat samples will be
processed for genetics, population demographics, health, and diet.

We were hosted at Lisa Ranch since February, with our consultant Leopold Slatta-Bachmayr joining
the team from Austria with his dog, Sarek. This was the first field exercise for Apollo, the newest
member of the canine team. It has been exciting to watch his confidence and enthusiasm in the field
grow with experience.

The entire team camped at Lisa Ranch as our operational base, testing our preparedness for working
as a self-contained mobile unit. Despite heavy rains, our field experience was enhanced by some new
equipment. A powerful mobile solar battery unit has proven essential for charging radios, tracking
collars, and GPS units, as well as getting updates to our social media team for uploads and updates to
our followers and supporters. The final upgrade to the team is a new canine field vehicle with kennels
in the main cab of the vehicle to help with the comfort and security of the dogs during travel to the
field site and from the camp to the search site.

We are grateful for the continued support from Cheetah Conservation Fund and Naturschutzhunde.
We are working closely with the Kenya Wildlife Service and other field partners to move into new
locations across the cheetah’s range.
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RETURN OF THE RAINS

After failed rains at the end of 2025,
the area was blessed with heavy rains
in the early part of 2026, highlighting
the dynamic and resilient environment
in which our teams operate.

As the area becomes greener, the field
officers must be aware of threats from
elephant encounters while working on
foot. Ongoing corridor mapping and
monitoring seek to find solutions to
corridor-related human-wildlife
conflicts.

CANINE FITNESS
MARCH 2026

In March we were temporarily distracted from the National
Cheetah Survey due to heavy rains in the Athi-Kapiti region.
The minor setback gave us the opportunity to focus on canine
fitness as Dr Birgit Lidolt arrived from Austria. Dr Lidolt
brought a wealth of knowledge on canine fitness and donated
microchip digital body temperature chips and readers (see the
full story). A huge thanks to Dr Lidolt and her colleague, Dr
Thomas Angerer, of Tierarztpraxis for the equipment donation.
The total fitness routing included setting up a “Doggy Gym” at
our Samburu field site.
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https://www.actionforcheetahs.org/post/healthy-on-the-job
https://www.actionforcheetahs.org/post/healthy-on-the-job
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Education and Outreach

SCHOOL OUTREACH - CONNECTING
THE DOTS

FEBRUARY 2026

ACK is committed to community engagement
and community-led conservation. Over the
past  year, Education and Qutreach
Coordinator Aldina Lekuye has visited
schools and community groups to meet the
leaders and to seek partnerships with
students, teachers, and community members.
In February, Aldina visited Lolokwe Primary
School - a school we have engaged with
frequently. Aldina delivered the 2025
“Connecting the Dots” calendars to share our
passion for conservation and encourage
children to be stewards of the environment.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH - WOMEN'S DAY
MARCH 2026

Aldina has been getting to know the active groups
across the Meibae community, working in
particular with a few key groups on environmental
stewardship and waste disposal. This month,
Aldina and several community groups across the
conservancy joined hands to celebrate the power
of women. The event was hosted by Impact and
brought together representatives from Action for
Cheetahs in Kenya (ACK), Grevy’s Zebra Trust
(GZT), and other active women's groups from the
Meibae community. Held under the theme "Rights.
Justice. Action. For All Women and Girls,” the
celebration highlighted the importance of
advancing the rights of women and girls while
recognizing that physical and mental health are
central to building equitable, resilient, and
sustainable societies. The gathering also provided
an opportunity for women’s groups to strengthen
collaboration, share experiences, and encourage
greater community participation in conservation
and development initiatives.
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INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH - LDIA'S STORY LIS CARNIVORE WORKING GROUP
JANUARY 2026 JANUARY 2026

) Chris Lentaam (Lead Field Officer) and Basil
To share the plight of the cheetah and the success of Lewela (Senior Scientist) attended the

ACK programmes, we create a calendar each year Laikipia-Isiolo-Samburu  Carnivore Working
that is sold at fundraising events and can be found on Group meeting held in January. The group
) . : objectives are to hold two meetings annuall
our online store. Several organizations purchase our ! : : o 1
i to share carnivore issues and solutions with
calendars to not only support our work, but to give each other related to northern Kenya.
their supporters information about our programmes
and our success in cheetah conservation efforts. While The group is linked through WhatsApp and a
th end d tu t dult di shared resource base related to research and
€ calenaars are gedared mostly to an aduit audience, community activities. ACK is currently working
we created a new outreach element geared towards with the group to expand the annual football
children. We wrote a children’s book, Ldia - A Dog’s (soccer) tournament to a more regional
Life in Samburu, which uses the point of view of a R G
local herding dog to share information about the Infaddltlonttolpredatortupdates acrossithe
conservation of predators in a pastoral community. forum, the group discusses how they can
Calendars and the book are available through our support human-wildlife conflict mitigation and

website: actionforcheetahs.org. SRR Ee] r_“f”c'geme"t LTl
carnivore co-existence.

Ldia

ADog's Life In'Sambyry
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https://www.amazon.com/Ldia-Dogs-Samburu-Leopold-Slotta-Bachmayr/dp/3981604784/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TqKOwBCs7BW-nYwu4otZz_jDSHwj4pmkJ50bqoUzlP_j5jLtVysuDfjQasC7woCdLd3wWVcbdjj-OqTo6ho9n1D1QE8NNg-7qxljn55pIGoNuwNUfkBytRtj5reyp3IDy9aRQaqZ0ymUofgmxJ2PoNNLaiw1MD16aCYI8ZpF0h2gGQTyMy_0u3DVWkbvD0ZNw4wrt0DeYkRTxcQ3lEPpEQ8MVdV3SNb22qQkkC3SuCnOJ46rdIkTaUe6GqhdoPYpBX8oAcxwbQgSEtfbEHlAdzbhN-yRsj4Y5R_gfthyyLY.ANiJ4oxy-X9D7Yamdx8eZ-LLiv6I795e8trK6fA2MWM&dib_tag=se&keywords=ldia&qid=1784272899&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ldia-Dogs-Samburu-Leopold-Slotta-Bachmayr/dp/3981604784/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TqKOwBCs7BW-nYwu4otZz_jDSHwj4pmkJ50bqoUzlP_j5jLtVysuDfjQasC7woCdLd3wWVcbdjj-OqTo6ho9n1D1QE8NNg-7qxljn55pIGoNuwNUfkBytRtj5reyp3IDy9aRQaqZ0ymUofgmxJ2PoNNLaiw1MD16aCYI8ZpF0h2gGQTyMy_0u3DVWkbvD0ZNw4wrt0DeYkRTxcQ3lEPpEQ8MVdV3SNb22qQkkC3SuCnOJ46rdIkTaUe6GqhdoPYpBX8oAcxwbQgSEtfbEHlAdzbhN-yRsj4Y5R_gfthyyLY.ANiJ4oxy-X9D7Yamdx8eZ-LLiv6I795e8trK6fA2MWM&dib_tag=se&keywords=ldia&qid=1784272899&sr=8-1
https://www.actionforcheetahs.org/shop-2

Staff Updates

DESERT CONSERVATION HERO
JANUARY 2026

Mary Wykstra, ACK Founder and Director, proudly accepted the Desert Conservation Hero award
from The Living Desert Zoo. Mary was among 10 leaders from across the globe to receive
awards at the Zoo and present more regarding their innovative projects and programmes at a
ceremony held in Palm Springs, USA from 16 - 18 January.

TECHNOLOGY AND CONSERVATION
MARCH 2026

ACK strengthened the program’s technological approach by sending Edward Maina to the Global
Conservation Tech & Drone Forum, supporting the integration of advanced tools into
conservation strategies. The forum emphasized the importance of clearly defining conservation
goals before adopting technology, ensuring that technological tools support field operations and
conservation priorities, evaluating the effectiveness and sustainability of technology investments,
and building staff capacity to effectively utilize technological solutions.
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TECHNOLOGY AND CONSERVATION - CONT.

One immediate outcome has been the automation of field data collection workflows using GitHub
Actions integrated with the EarthRanger API, significantly improving data management efficiency
and reducing manual processing.

The forum also reinforced that technology alone is not the solution; successful conservation
depends on aligning technological innovations with conservation objectives, fostering strong
partnerships, encouraging collaboration, and promoting the sharing of information across the
conservation sector. These insights will continue to guide ACK in adopting practical, sustainable,
and impactful technological solutions.
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Special thanks to our long-term partners

-Cheetah Conservation Fund (25 years with ongoing years pledged)
‘Binder Park Zoo (25 years)

-Utah’s Hogle Zoo (25 years with 5 additional years pledged)
-Cleveland Metroparks Zoo and Zoological Society (25 years)

-American Association of Zoo Keepers - Bowling for Rhinos (12 years with ongoing years

pledged)

-Fresno Chaffee Zoo (12 years with 3 years pledged)
-Virginia Zoo (10 years)

-Foundation for International Aid to Animals (5 years and multi years pledged)

-San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance (3 years and multi years pledged)
‘Naturshutzhunde (multi years pledged)
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SECURING A FUTURE FOR WILDLIFE
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Support our work to protect cheetahs and their habitats —
make a donation today through our website at

WWW.ACTIONFORCHEETAHS.ORG/DONATE

ACK accepts donations through Venmo!
@CALL-ACTION4CHEETAH
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ACK Mission

ACK aims to promote the conservation of cheetahs in Kenya through research, awareness and
community participation. ACK works closely with local wildlife authorities and land holders to develop

policies and programmes which support wildlife conservation and human livelihoods for the long term
development of sustainable human and wildlife zones.

ACK is a non-profit project working in affiliation with: Cheetah Conservation Fund, Kenya
Wildlife Service, and the University of Nairobi.

P.O. Box 1611-00606, Sarit Centre, Nairobi 00606, Kenya
actionforcheetahs.org
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https://www.facebook.com/Action4cheetahs
http://instagram.com/action4cheetahs
https://twitter.com/action4cheetahs
https://ke.linkedin.com/company/action-for-cheetahs-in-kenya?trk=public_post_feed-actor-name
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=QFDS56CZGE6WL

